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King of Kings
Sometimes things are not what they seem. Sometimes things that seem important turn out to be
unimportant. Sometimes things that seem permanent turn out to be temporary. Sometimes things that
seem valuable turn out to be worthless.
That’s why Daniel is such an important book. It powerfully reminds us to always see things God’s way. At
the heart of the story is a young man named Daniel, far from home, forced to study the learning and
wisdom of the empire that had gutted his own, destroying the temple of his God and killing many of his
countrymen.
Behind this story lies a greater reality. The powerful kingdom of the Babylonians will not last, and even the
powerful kingdom that replaces it will be torn down to be replaced by more temporary dynasties. One king,
however, rules over all. The Lord of Israel uses the story of Daniel to point towards an
eternal kingdom that reveals the power of his Son Jesus.
Any Christian who picks up the book of Daniel will find much to sympathize with.
Political power and social pressure will push us around, and challenge our faith, in
ways that we don’t expect. Where are we going to find encouragement? In Daniel’s
God—the same God that rules over the kings of the ancient world is the God who
rules today through the king he’s appointed—Jesus Christ.

Pete Thompson
April 2017

How to be growing followers of Jesus as you study God’s Word...
In community
It’s good to study the Bible by yourself but it’s even better to do it with friends. Bible study is best when it happens
in the context of community. Bible study shouldn’t be just an unrelated add-on to the rest of your busy life, it should
be an essential part of an integrated whole—Christian friends doing what Christian friends do. There are two key
ways we should be making use of God’s word in community: “word to life” and “life to word”.

Word to life
When we study the Bible together we’re letting God set the agenda. That’s very important! We listen to God speak in
the Bible, we work hard to help each other understand exactly what he’s saying, and then together we apply what
God is saying to our lives in the confidence that our loving Creator and Redeemer knows what’s best for us. The
important thing to remember is that we actually need each other throughout this whole process. It’s great to study
the Bible together!
Life to word
The second crucial way that we should be making use of the Bible in community is in day-to-day conversation,
starting with the everyday happenings of our lives and applying the gospel to those situations. The great thing is
that the better we get at moving from “word to life”, the better we’ll get at moving from “life to word” and the more
our communities will be shaped by the gospel of Jesus! So enjoy—make the most of it—and let’s watch as God
shapes us to be more and more like his glorious Son!
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DANIEL

Timeline
A book in 2 halves
Intro to Apocalyptic
Numbers & Symbols
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THE GRASS
IS
GREENER

#1

#1
COURAGE

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. In what situations do you feel the pressure to conform?

2. What do you think our culture finds most offensive about Christians?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Daniel 1

3. What important perspective is provided in verse 2? How will keeping this in mind
help us to understand the rest of Daniel?

4. What do we learn about Daniel & Co from verses 3-7? What do we learn about King
Nebuchadnezzar?
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5. What do you think is the point of Daniel’s “diet”?

6. Daniel & Co complete a successful apprenticeship. Who gets the credit? Why?

READ Acts 2:22-24 & Romans 8:17-30

7. What is the relationship between human activity (even sin) and God’s good
purposes? What comfort can we find, even in difficult circumstances?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These
questions help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. In what ways is our context today similar to that of Daniel & Co?

9. What are some ways or situations in which you could be discerningly courageous
like Daniel was?

10. How could we help each other to be courageous followers of Jesus rather than
cultural conformers?
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IS
GREENER

#2

#2
WISDOM

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What do you do when you find yourself caught in an impossible situation?

2. How do people today try to have knowledge of, or influence over, the future?

DISCOVER: the “D” in DNA stands for “Discover”. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Daniel 2

3. Do you think King Nebuchadnezzar’s demand of his wise men is unreasonable?

4. What important role do Daniel’s friends play in the story?
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5. What do you like about how Daniel responds to God revealing the dream and its
meaning (verses 20-23)?

6. What is the central message of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? What do you make of his
response and how does it compare to Daniel’s prayer?

7. What is the difference between the earlier kingdoms and the final kingdom depicted
in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? When is this fulfilled?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These
questions help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. Are you as thankful as Daniel when God answers your prayers—why/why not?

9. How could you do a better job of giving God the glory for the great things he has
done?
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#3
SALVATION
Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. When you hear stories of Christians dying for their faith in Jesus, what does it make
you think about and how does it make you feel?

2. Do you think our culture is interested in the idea of salvation? If so, what does it look
like?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Daniel 3 & 6 (you may want to answer q4-7 separately for each chapter)
3. Make a list of the similarities between these two famous stories.

4. What motivates Daniel & Co’s accusers?
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5. What do these stories reveal about the nature and consequences of idolatry?

6. What do you think enabled Daniel & Co to be so brave?

7. What details of these two rescues remind you of the great rescue God achieves
through Jesus?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These
questions help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. What might God’s rescue of Daniel & Co mean for others who find themselves in a
similar situation today?

9. In what ways are you tempted to “go with the flow” and worship the idols of our
culture? What do you stand to lose if you don’t join in? What will help you not join in?
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#4

#4
HUMILITY

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. In what parts of your life do you find yourself “over” or “under” others? How would
you describe your experience of power in these contexts?

2. How might the rejection of God in our culture lead to the abuse of power?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Daniel 4-5

3. As with last week, compare these two chapters and make a list of the similarities
and differences?

4. What title is given to God in these chapters and what is the main message that this
title hints at?
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5. What is the common factor in the downfall of these two kings?

6. Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar was shown mercy but Belshazzar was not?

7. In what ways does Daniel display a godly attitude regarding human power?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These
questions help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. In what situations are you prone to forget that God is the “Most High”?

9. How should the gospel shape our perspective on power and teach us humility?
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#5

#5
DOMINION

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. How would you describe the relationship between good and evil in the world?

2. What ideas have you heard from your friends about how the problem of evil will be
resolved?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Daniel 7

3. While there are some similarities with previous dreams, what’s different about the
dream in this chapter?

4. Many people try to identify the 4 beasts with specific kingdoms. What might God’s
purpose have been in NOT specifying the identity of particular kingdoms?
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5. What is the main difference between the four beasts and the one given authority to
rule in their place?

6. What is the fate of the four beasts? Describe their defeat.

7. In the 2nd half of the chapter the focus shifts to a new group. Who are they and
what is their fate? What does this tell you about the purpose of the dream?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These
questions help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. The challenge for Daniel & Co was to be prepared to suffer & die for God. The
challenge for us is to be prepared to sacrifice & live for God. How could you take up
this challenge more wholeheartedly?

9. Throughout history and in many parts of the world today, God’s “holy people” live
under oppressive rulers. Spend some time praying for those people.
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1^

Who God is

GQ

DQ

GQ

DQ

a helpful summary of God’s character: God is...
GREAT: so we don’t have to be in control
GLORIOUS: so we don’t have to fear others
GOOD: so we don’t have to look elsewhere
GRACIOUS: so we don’t have to prove ourselves

3

DQ

GQ

OBEDIENCE

Who I am

2

4

What I should
do/feel

What I am
doing/feeling

1

GQ

START
HERE

5

How I should
do it

story. Consider the 5 elements of the gospel: Jesus’ incarnation, his life, his
death, his resurrection & his return as one or more of these elements may be
most relevant to your circumstances at a particular time.

* NOTE: the focus here should be on Jesus and making him the hero of your

The GOSPEL question (GQ) is: “what is true about...?”

FAITH

2*

What God has
done

3

^ NOTE: to help at this point you may want to consider “the 4Gs” which are

REPENTANCE

4

DIAGNOSIS

The DIAGNOSTIC question (DQ) is: “what does this reveal I’m believing about...?”

(gospel-centred diagnosis, repentance, faith & obedience)

5 questions for gospel growth

