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ROMANS 1:17

“For in the gospel, the righteousness 

of God is revealed – a righteousness 

that is by faith from first to last, just 

as it is written: “the righteous will live 

by faith.”



LUTHER

“I hated that word, ‘justice of God’, 

which… I had been taught to 

understand… as that justice by which 

God is just and by which he punishes 

sinners and the unjust… I did not love, 

no, rather I hated the just God who 

punishes sinners…



LUTHER

I grumbled vehemently and got angry at 

God. I said ‘Isn’t it enough that we miserable 

sinners, lost for all eternity because of 

original sin, are oppressed by every kind of 

calamity by the Ten Commandments? Why 

does God heap sorrow upon sorrow through 

the gospel and through the gospel threaten 

us with his justice and his wrath?”



LUTHER

I meditated night and day on those words 

until at last, by the mercy of God, I paid 

attention to their context: ‘the justice of 

God is revealed in it, as it is written: “the 

just person lives by faith.”’ I began to 

understand that in this verse the justice of 

God is that by which the just person lives 

by a gift of God, that is by faith…



LUTHER

The justice of God is revealed in the 

gospel but it is a passive justice, i.e. that 

by which the merciful God justifies us by 

faith… All at once I felt that I had been 

born again and entered into paradise 

itself through open gates.



HEIDELBERG 
CATECHISM

Q.13. Can we pay this debt 

Ourselves?

A.13. Certainly not, actually we 

increase our guilt every day.



COUNCIL 
OF TRENT

If anyone says, that by faith alone the 

ungodly are justified, in such a way as to 

mean that nothing else is required to co-

operate in order to receive the grace of 

Justification and that it is not necessary for 

a man to be prepared and disposed by 

the movement of his own will; let him be 

anathema. (Canon IX)



COUNCIL 
OF TRENT

If anyone says that justifying faith is 

nothing else but confidence in the 

divine mercy which forgives sins for 

Christ’s sake; or that we are justified 

by this confidence alone; let him be 

anathema. (Canon XII)



COUNCIL 
OF TRENT

If anyone says that a man who is born 

again and justified is bound by faith to 

believe that he is assuredly in the 

number of the predestinate… and that 

he has the gift of perseverance to the 

end; let him be anathema. (Canons XV-

XVI)



ERASMUS

“Lutherans seek only two things –

wealth & wives… to them, the 

gospel means the right to live as 

they please,”


