Series Companion Term 4 2017
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Oct 15

HOPEFUL

1 Peter 1:1-12
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Oct 22

HOLY

1 Peter 1:13-2:10
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Oct 29

WORSHIP

Various
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Nov 5

FAMILY

Various
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Nov 12

MISSION

Various
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Nov 19

VISION

Various
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Nov 26

CITIZENS

1 Peter 2:9-18
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Dec 3

SLAVES

1 Peter 2:18-25
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Dec 10

SPOUSES

1 Peter 3:1-7

10

Dec 17

SUFFERERS

1 Peter 3:8-4:19

Living Hope
Welcome to your term 4 series companion. My what?! I hear you ask. By changing the name of the “term
booklet” my goal is to encourage you to keep it close at hand so that you can make the most of it
throughout the term. There are a number of ways that you can do this. One thing I’d encourage you to do is
to keep your series companion tucked inside your Bible and bring them along with you on a Sunday. As
you listen to the Bible talk, keep an eye on the questions in that week’s study and take notes on the pages
of the study. It’ll help you to listen AND have the added bonus of meaning you’re much better prepared to
contribute well at DNA during the week.

Another way to make the most of your series companion could be to use it in your daily quiet time by
reading the passage and then answering one or two questions each day. By the time DNA rolls around,
you’ll be immersed in the passage and ready to share all the good things you’ve
discovered.
This term’s Series Companion also contains two new features: the 123 Challenge and
the Mid-Week Extra. Our hope is that these features will take God’s word deeper into
your heart to be used there by the Holy Spirit and also to help you think more deeply
about some of the issues raised in the passage each week. To learn more about
these features and how to make the most of them just turn the page!

Pete Thompson
October 2017

How to be growing followers of Jesus as you study God’s Word...
In community
It’s good to study the Bible by yourself but it’s even better to do it with friends. Bible study is best when it happens
in the context of community. Bible study shouldn’t be just an unrelated add-on to the rest of your busy life, it should
be an essential part of an integrated whole—Christian friends doing what Christian friends do. There are two key
ways we should be making use of God’s word in community: “word to life” and “life to word”.
Word to life
When we study the Bible together we’re letting God set the agenda. That’s very important! We listen to God speak in
the Bible, we work hard to help each other understand exactly what he’s saying, and then together we apply what
God is saying to our lives in the confidence that our loving Creator and Redeemer knows what’s best for us. The
important thing to remember is that we actually need each other throughout this whole process. It’s great to study
the Bible together!
Life to word
The second crucial way that we should be making use of the Bible in community is in day-to-day conversation,
starting with the everyday happenings of our lives and applying the gospel to those situations. The great thing is
that the better we get at moving from “word to life”, the better we’ll get at moving from “life to word” and the more
our communities will be shaped by the gospel of Jesus! So enjoy—make the most of it—and let’s watch as God
shapes us to be more and more like his glorious Son!
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123 Challenge
The 123 Challenge is an opportunity to make the most of our 1 Peter
series by memorising verses, chunks or passages of 1 Peter so that they
stick in your mind, seep into your heart and bear fruit in your life—well
beyond this term.
The “123” refers to 1 Peter 1:23 which tells us “you have been born
again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God”. It’s a verse that highlights the essential role of
God’s word in giving us new birth in Jesus and also in growing us up in Jesus. The “123” also refers to the
three levels of the challenge that you can choose from: a verse , a chunk, or the whole passage each week.
Which will you choose!?
The suggestion is that in your first group time of the term each person chooses which level of the
challenge they want to have a go at. In following weeks, start your group time by testing each other on the
previous week’s verse, chunk or passage and then talk about the impact it’s had on you as its grown in you
throughout the week.

Mid-week Extra
Extra! Extra! Read all about it! No, it’s not a school carnival war-cry.
The Mid-week Extra is an online resource (usually an article but
sometimes an audio or video clip) chosen to help you think further
about one of the issues raised in each passage. Engaging with the
Mid-week Extra, will mean we can discuss it when we’re together,
enriching our fellowship and helping us to grow together as followers
of Jesus.
You can access the Mid-week Extra in one of two ways:
1.

If you download the Series Companion (i.e. this booklet) from the SCPC website (scpc.org.au/
resources/series companion) you can click on the “Extra” icon each week and it will take you straight
to the relevant resource.

2.

If the mid-week extra is a text-based resource, a limited number of copies will be available on the
Community Table each Sunday or from the office at Park Ave during the week.

Helpful Books
Christ or Chaos
Is Christianity irrational? Atheists often say that it is. But does such a charge
really stand up to close scrutiny? This book follows the story of Thomas, a
university student, as he wrestles with the claims of those who think the
Christian faith is nothing more than a collection of ancient myths with little
connection to reality. This book shows the way forward in the struggle between
Christ and our reigning secularist cultural mood.

Onward
As the culture changes all around us, it is no longer possible to pretend that we
are a Moral Majority. That may sound like bad news, but it can be good news for
the church. What's needed now, in shifting times, is neither a doubling-down on
the status quo nor a pullback into isolation. Instead, we need a church that
speaks to social and political issues with a bigger vision in mind: that of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. As Christianity seems increasingly strange, and even
subversive, to our culture, we have the opportunity to reclaim the freakishness
of the gospel, which is what gives it it's power in the first place.

If I were God I’d End All the Pain
Can we still believe in God in the face of all the suffering and pain in the world?
A child catches a rare brain virus and is affected for life. A father dies in a plane
crash. A dictator murders millions. Why doesn't God do anything about things
like this? Why does He allow them to happen? In fact, can we still believe in God
in the face of all the suffering and pain in the world? John Dickson looks
honestly at these questions and provides some compelling answers. He looks
briefly at the alternative explanations for suffering provided by Hinduism,
Buddhism, Islam and Atheism, before turning to what the Bible itself says about
God, justice and suffering.

Where Was God when that Happened
When a disaster happens; when personal tragedy strikes; when we’re perplexed
by world events, Christians begin to doubt that God is either truly good, or truly
in control. In this book, Christopher Ash faces these questions head on, without
flinching at any of the difficulties. First, he looks at six different ways people
have answered these questions, and then reveals the Bible's answer: the
revelation of God's character and purposes throughout history. This warm and
honest book will help those struggling with this question to see the grand vision
of the Bible’s answer—and the tragedy of adopting any other viewpoint.
Living Hope - 1 Peter © SCPC 2017
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THE GRASS
IS
GREENER

#1

#1
HOPEFUL

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What kind of situations make you hopeFUL or hopeLESS?

2. Who are the world’s messengers of “hope” and what is their message?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s word
and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ 1 Peter 1:1-12
3. At the beginning of his letter, Peter uses two contrasting words to describe the
people he’s writing to. What are these words, why does Peter use them and why might
their order be important?

4. Verse 2 describes the source, means and purpose of our election. What are they?

5. In what ways is Christian hope a “living” hope?

6

6. How should our “living hope” for the future effect how we experience our present
trials?

7. What is God’s purpose in our trials?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These questions
help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. How is Peter’s message different to simply “being optimistic” or “looking on the
bright side”?

9. What trials, or challenges are you currently most aware of in your life and how do
they make you feel?

10. How has this passage helped you see your trials in light of the gospel ? What
needs to change if you are to live in the hope of the gospel as you face these trials?

1. The VERSE - 1 Peter 1:3
MEMORY

2. The CHUNK - 1 Peter 1:1-5
3. The PASSAGE - 1 Peter 1:1-12
Living Hope - 1 Peter © SCPC 2017
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THE GRASS
IS
GREENER

#2

#2
HOLY

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. Would you rather fit in or stand out? Why?

2. What vision of the future shapes the values and behaviour of our culture?

DISCOVER: the “D” in DNA stands for “Discover”. It’s now time to read God’s word
and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ 1 Peter 1:13-2:10
3. In 1:13-16 Peter makes a connection between HOPEFULNESS & HOLINESS. Why
should our HOPE make us HOLY?

4. What words does Peter use to compare the old & new lives of his readers?

5. What picture of holiness emerges from this passage?
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6. If Peter’s reader’s already have “sincere love for each other”, why does he need to
instruct them to “love one another deeply from the heart”?

7. What attitudes and behaviours have no place among God’s hopeful, holy people?

8. In 2:9-10 Peter uses three collective nouns to describe God’s people. Why is it so
important for our holiness that we grasp this group identity?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These questions
help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
9. Having our hope in Jesus ought to make us holy (i.e. different) on the inside (our
thoughts, feelings, attitudes, etc) and therefore also on the outside (our speech,
behaviour, choices, etc). What is one way in which you really want to leave hopeless
unholiness behind and start living out the holy hope you have in Christ?

1. The VERSE - 1 Peter 1:22
MEMORY

2. The CHUNK - 1 Peter 1:22-25
3. The PASSAGE - 1 Peter 1:13-2:10
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THE GRASS
IS
GREENER

#7

#3
CITIZENS

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...
1. Do you see your Christian faith as a private thing? Why/Why not?

2. Which Christian beliefs & behaviours are least and most approved of by our society?
LEAST
MOST

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s word
and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ 1 Peter 2:9-17
3. In what context does Peter expect Christians to be living their “good lives”? What is
the goal of this good life?

4. What (if any) limits would you place on Peter’s command in 2:13 to “submit
yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority”?
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5. According to verse 15, what is the best way for Christians to handle criticism?

6. How should Christian freedom differ from the world’s idea of freedom?

7. Verse 17 summarises how Christians are to relate to 4 different people or groups.
Compare and discuss these relationships?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These questions
help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
8. Australians generally have a low view of those in authority. In what ways do you buy
into this attitude and need to repent?

9. How could you & your gospel community live your good life more effectively “among
the pagans”?

1. The VERSE - 1 Peter 2:12
MEMORY

2. The CHUNK - 1 Peter 2:15-17
3. The PASSAGE - 1 Peter 2:11-17
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THE GRASS
IS
GREENER

#8

#4
SLAVES

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...

1. What makes slavery such a dirty word?

2. What are the differences and similarities between today’s paid work and the
slavery of Peter’s day?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s word
and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ 1 Peter 2:16-25

3. In what sense is it true that all Christians are slaves? What should this slavery
look like?

4. Peter instructs Christian slaves to endure suffering, even if it is unjust. Why?
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5. What did Jesus NOT do on the cross? What did he do instead?

6. Jesus’ death on the cross is an example for us to follow, but its also more than
that. What other motivation does the cross provide?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These questions
help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
7. In our society workers rights are much better protected than in Peter’s day but
can you think of situations in your own daily life where this passage would apply?

8. What excuses do you use to justify retaliating against “harsh masters” and
what does Jesus’ attitude on the cross reveal about your justifications?

9. What do you tend to look to for satisfaction in your work? What is the better
source of satisfaction that we are directed to in this passage?

1. The VERSE - 1 Peter 2:19
MEMORY

2. The CHUNK - 1 Peter 2:18-21
3. The PASSAGE - 1 Peter 2:16-25
Living Hope - 1 Peter © SCPC 2017
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#5
SPOUSES
Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...

1. Is it possible for two people to be equal but different?

2. “Marriage” has certainly been in the spotlight recently! According to our
society, what are the crucial elements of a marriage and where does this view
come from?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s word
and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ 1 Peter 3:1-7
3. Why do you think the majority of this passage is addressed to wives?

4. What reason is given for a wife’s submission to her husband? Does this mean a
wife should only submit to an unbelieving husband?
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5. Is there any indication in the passage that Peter’s commands were only
relevant for that time and place?

6. Peter only devotes 1 verse to husbands. Are his instructions adequate and why
do you think he includes the things he does?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These questions
help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
7. Why does God endorse relationships that follow the “equal but different”
pattern of citizen/ruler; slave/master & wife/husband?

8. Whether you’re a wife or a husband or neither, what do you find most
challenging about this passage and why?

9. If you’re a husband or wife, how can you take better responsibility for your Godgiven role? If you’re not married, how can you support your married friends?

1. The VERSE - 1 Peter 3:1 OR 7
MEMORY

2. The CHUNK - 1 Peter 3:1-4
3. The PASSAGE - 1 Peter 3:1-7
Living Hope - 1 Peter © SCPC 2017
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#6
SUFFERERS
Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes to
reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and attitudes
you encounter in the WORLD...

1. What is your instinctive reaction to being treated unfairly?

2. What are some ways non-Christians try to understand or explain suffering?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s word
and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ 1 Peter 3:8-22
3. The word “suffer” occurs 17 times in 1 Peter—almost twice as many as any
other book in the Bible! It’s clearly a key theme of his letter! What kind of suffering
is Peter addressing in this passage?

4. What counter-cultural response does Peter command for Christians and what
result does he anticipate?
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5. What kinds of good behaviour in Christ might result in malicious speech and
slander? Have you ever experienced or witnessed anything like this?

READ 1 Peter 4:1-19
6. Several times, Peter refers to Jesus’ sufferings in order to explain the suffering
of his followers. What is the connection?

NURTURE & APPLY: the “NA” in DNA stands for “Nurture & Apply”. These questions
help us to care for each other and live out God’s word...
7. Has anyone ever asked you for the reason for the hope that you have? If so,
what made them ask, if not, why do you think its never happened?

8. Our love for each other should be a big part of our witness (1:22; 3:8; 4:7-11).
How could you grow in love for your church family so that unbelievers see and
ask about the hope that you have in Jesus?

1. The VERSE - 1 Peter 3:14-15a
MEMORY

2. The CHUNK - 1 Peter 3:14-16
3. The PASSAGE - 1 Peter 3:8-22
Living Hope - 1 Peter © SCPC 2017
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1^

Who God is

GQ

DQ

GQ

DQ

a helpful summary of God’s character: God is...
GREAT: so we don’t have to be in control
GLORIOUS: so we don’t have to fear others
GOOD: so we don’t have to look elsewhere
GRACIOUS: so we don’t have to prove ourselves

3

DQ

GQ

OBEDIENCE

Who I am

2

4

What I should
do/feel

What I am
doing/feeling

1

GQ

START
HERE

5

How I should
do it

story. Consider the 5 elements of the gospel: Jesus’ incarnation, his life, his
death, his resurrection & his return as one or more of these elements may be
most relevant to your circumstances at a particular time.

* NOTE: the focus here should be on Jesus and making him the hero of your

The GOSPEL question (GQ) is: “what is true about...?”

FAITH

2*

What God has
done

3

^ NOTE: to help at this point you may want to consider “the 4Gs” which are

REPENTANCE

4

DIAGNOSIS

The DIAGNOSTIC question (DQ) is: “what does this reveal I’m believing about...?”

(gospel-centred diagnosis, repentance, faith & obedience)

5 questions for gospel growth

