TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH
The unstoppable word of God moves across the seas, across cities and across roads: it is a vision we
will see time and time again through the pages of Acts 13-28.
If we are not careful, we could be tempted to believe that this is some unrepeatable period of time, a
time where God’s word was cherished by one and all, a time where Jesus was not a ‘swear word’ but a
word that hundreds, thousands, millions seemed to swear by. But to come to that conclusion is to miss
the incredible battles, hardships, pain, toil, discouragement and adversities that struck the lives of those
early witnesses like Paul, Timothy, Silas and Lydia. We know from Paul, that at times in Corinth as he
went across the road to tell others about Jesus who was crucified, he did it with great fear and
trembling.

So how are we to move forward with the Word of God in 2021? What difficulties, sufferings and trials
await us? Tumultuous seas we believe, another rocky and confusing year. Yet if 2020 taught us anything,
it is that the irresistible Word of God will keep going out and doing its work, spreading not pain and
discord, but hope and joy and certainty.
May we then not hide behind the sneering or disdain that our culture may have towards the Bible and its
hero, Christ, but in prayerful dependence see the news our culture needs – of one who was across the
anguish of human experience but bridged the divide between heaven and earth, that women and men
and children might find that bridge across and discover a life; full and vibrant and free from the chronic
anxieties that plague us.
Please, please, please pray that people across the world, across the nation and across the road would
serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

Stew, Matt & Tim
January 2021

How to be growing followers of Jesus as you study God’s Word...
In community
It’s good to study the Bible by yourself but it’s even better to do it with friends. Bible study is best when
it happens in the context of community. Bible study shouldn’t be just an unrelated add-on to the rest of
your busy life, it should be an essential part of an integrated whole—Christian friends doing what
Christian friends do. There are two key ways we should be making use of God’s word in community:
“word to life” and “life to word”.
Word to life
When we study the Bible together we’re letting God set the agenda. That’s very important! We listen to
God speak in the Bible, we work hard to help each other understand exactly what he’s saying, and then
together we apply what God is saying to our lives in the confidence that our loving Creator and
Redeemer knows what’s best for us. The important thing to remember is that we actually need each
other throughout this whole process. It’s great to study the Bible together!
Life to word
The second crucial way that we should be making use of the Bible in community is in day-to-day
conversation, starting with the everyday happenings of our lives and applying the gospel to those
situations. The great thing is that the better we get at moving from “word to life”, the better we’ll get at
moving from “life to word” and the more our communities will be shaped by the gospel of Jesus! So
enjoy—make the most of it—and let’s watch as God shapes us to be more and more like his glorious
Son!
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#1

Sample “Swedish Method” Study

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read the chapter
1.

How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
Pay close attention to the logical flow of the passage. If it contains direct teaching (e.g.
the NT letters), the most helpful tool in your kitbag is to follow the linking words (e.g.
“therefore”, “so”, “but”). If your passage is more descriptive, the logic (and therefore the
point) will be less explicit so you’ll need to focus on the flow of the story to work it out.
You’ll also want to keep an eye out for significant themes which may be highlighted by
repetition or by the use of metaphors or significant words or word families.

2.

What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God is like and what
he’s done?
The Bible is God’s “special revelation”. In it he reveals himself to us so that we can know
him. So the Bible is like a WINDOW through which we can see the most glorious view
ever beheld—a view of God himself. When we read the Bible we should be keeping the
authors purpose in mind—to know him—rather than coming with our own agendas.

3.

What did you discover in this passage about yourself or your circumstances?

BIG IDEA

WINDOW

The Bible also acts like a MIRROR. As we read God’s word and discover what he is like,
we should also be looking to discover ourselves. A mirror allows us to see features and
parts of ourselves that we wouldn’t otherwise (and perhaps would rather not!) see. The
Holy Spirit uses God’s word to shape the way we think about ourselves and our
circumstances. The Bible corrects our distorted views with the main purpose of helping us
to relate rightly to God and our neighbour.

MIRROR

4.

GOSPEL
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How does this passage relate to or contribute to your understanding of the gospel
and what it means to live according to the gospel?
The Bible, like all good stories, has a shape to it. It has a focus. It has a hero. God’s selfrevelation is fulfilled in Jesus. So no matter what part of the Bible we’re reading we’ll only
fully understand it when we grasp how it points us to Jesus and enlarges and deepens
our understanding of the gospel. Some tools to help in discovering this dimension of a
passage are the SALVATION HISTORY tool (asking “what role does this passage play in
the grand story of the bible?”); the TYPOLOGY tool (asking “how is this person (or group
or situation) a type (or anti-type) of Jesus?”); and the THEMES tool (asking “what gospel
themes are central to this passage?”). This can also be a good time to think about
personal application—i.e. If this is true about Jesus and his gospel, then what difference
should it make to my life?

5.

One of the key skills in Bible discovery is to be inquisitive. Asking questions will help you
get the most out of any passage. Whenever you feel any mental discord reading a
passage it’s a sign that there’s still more to discover, so dig in! Any questions that remain
unanswered are worthy of group discussion. Such questions might be logical (“I just don’t
get how the whole passage fits together”); theological (“this doesn’t seem to match with
my understanding of what the Bible teaches elsewhere”); semantic (I’m not sure I really
know how those words are being used); etc...

QUESTIONS

6.

How should you respond to this passage in your thoughts, attitudes & behavior?
This is perhaps the most important and most neglected aspect of Bible discovery. God
has given us his word for a purpose—so that we can know him and be inwardly and then
outwardly transformed by our relationship with him. The challenge is that we are insecure
and resistant to the hard work of transformation. Because of our insecurity we’re reluctant
to admit to ourselves and admit to each other what needs to change. Because of our
pride and laziness we’d rather deal with “general truths” that are easy to hold at arms
length than let the truth come home. But the good news is we CAN change and
community is the God-given context for growing followers of Jesus. You should spend
more time discussing and praying through this question than any other.

RESPONSE

7.

SHARE

What questions has this passage raised for you that remain unanswered?

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?
One of the big obstacles to growing as followers of Jesus is that we don’t take our
discoveries with us as we go about our everyday lives. And the best antidote to this
problem is to be sharing our discoveries with others. Sharing with others is an awesome
way of reinforcing our discoveries and driving them deeper down into our lived
experience. In addition to the personal benefit, our discoveries have huge potential to
deepen our relationships with our friends and to spur them on to be growing followers of
Jesus too!

Pray for one another in response to what you’ve discovered in God’s word and what
you’ve shared.
PRAY

Prayer is an ESSENTIAL dimension of every aspect of DNA. Prayer transforms what would
otherwise be introspective reflection (preparing on our own) or interpersonal dialogue
(talking to each other) into something truly spiritual.
We will only “discover” the powerful truths of a passage if God opens our eyes to see. We
will only “nurture” one another effectively if our discussion is shaped by the wisdom of the
gospel. We will only “apply” purposefully and powerfully in response to God’s word if the
Holy Spirit enables true heart change.
So make sure that prayer isn’t a rushed activity at the end of your time together. Pray as you
prepare. Pray at the beginning, during, AND at the end of your time together. Pray for
yourselves and for each other throughout the week. Anyone should feel free to initiate
prayer. Everyone should be encouraged to participate in prayer.
And one final piece of advice, don’t fall into the trap of “sharing prayer points”. It chews up
valuable time and tends to put our concerns ahead of God’s concerns. If its really important
it will have come up already in response to God’s word. And if it hasn’t you can always just
pray for it off the cuff—no point in everyone hearing it twice!
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#1

Across the World

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. How would those across the road from you understand the world, it’s
beginnings and purpose?

2. When are you tempted to believe the living God may have died in our
culture?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
SCAN Acts 13
3. How would you summarise the effect of the Gospel across Cyprus?

4. Was the journey to Pisidian Antioch a success or failure?

READ Acts 14:1-28
5. What causes Paul and Barnabas’ sudden departure from Iconium?

6. What desperate measures do Paul and Barnabas need to go to in order to
reveal their true identity? Why?

8

7. What secret do they let those from across Lystra in on, in verses 15-17?

8. What do you think drives Paul after the horror of verse 19?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
9. J.I. Packer in the foreword to his book, Knowing God, writes:

Furthermore, thoughts of death, eternity,
judgment, the greatness of the soul, and the
abiding consequences of temporal decisions are
all ‘out’ for moderns, and it is a melancholy fact
that the Christian church, instead of raising its
voice to remind the world of what is being
forgotten, has formed a habit of playing down
these themes in just the same way. But these
capitulations to the modern spirit are really
suicidal so far as the Christian life is concerned.
What do you think Paul would say to the silent church today? How might you
be tempted to not raise your voice across 2021?

10. Do you believe that what occurred in Acts 14:21 could ever happen in our
city? Why/Why not? What would need to change across SCG/SCPC?

Mum & Me Time begins

Tuesday 2nd February

Leadership Team

Wednesday 3rd February

Youth launch

Friday 5th February
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#1

Across the World

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 13-14

BIG IDEA

WINDOW

1. How would you summarise the central message of these
passages?

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Mum & Me Time begins

Tuesday 2nd February

Leadership Team

Wednesday 3rd February

Youth launch

Friday 5th February
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#2

The Council of Jerusalem

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. How do people usually view debate?

2. What do you think are the hallmarks of unity?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Acts 15:1-11
3. From our time in Galatians in 2020, what is so dangerous about the teaching
in verse 1?

4. How does Peter correct the teaching in verses 9-11?

Read Acts 15:12-29
5. What judgement is reached?

6. What barriers does the decision seek to remove?

12

Read Acts 15:30-41
7. How strong is the Gospel ‘home base’ by the end of the chapter? Discuss.

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. John Stott helpfully concludes his discussion of the Jerusalem council by
observing that it “secured a double victory – a victory of truth in confirming the

gospel of grace, and a victory of love in preserving the fellowship by sensitive
concession to conscientious Jewish hesitations.”
How was the debate a lesson in love?

9. Australian Pastor and Theologian, David Peterson, understands the deeper
significance of Acts 15 “is the challenge to break completely with every pagan

association and practice (2 Cor 6:14-7:1) and to do all things, even eating and
drinking, to the glory of God, causing no one to stumble, ‘whether Jews, Greeks
or the church of God (1 Cor 10:31-32)”.
How does this help us avoid the implication that gentiles are somehow placed
under some modified obligation to keep part of the mosaic law? How does this
help us today to ‘keep the main thing the main thing’!? (Think back to Peter’s
words in Acts 15:11).
10. What are the secrets to gospel unity?

Linda McKerrell’s visit

8th—28th February

Committee of Management

Wednesday 10th February

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 17th February
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#2

The Council of Jerusalem

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 15
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Linda McKerrell’s visit

8th—28th February

Committee of Management

Wednesday 10th February

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 17th February
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#3

A Cloth Dealer,
a Slave Girl and a Jailer

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What picture comes to mind for you when you think ‘community’?

2. Where do you see the greatest diversity in your local community?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Acts 16:6-15
3. How is the gospel received in Macedonia? Who is behind the response?

READ Acts 16:16-40
4. How does the roller coaster ride for Paul and Silas from verses 16-29 lead to
Gospel openings?

5. How would you describe the jailer’s response to the word of the Lord? What
strikes you about the scene?
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6. In verse 40, Paul and Silas return to where things started in Philippi, at
Lydia’s house. Who would now make up the brothers and sisters in Philippi?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
7. The gospel mission in Macedonia takes many twists and turns. Do you
believe there is anything prescriptive or descriptive for our Gospel mission in
Lismore? Why/Why not?

8. A wealthy business person, a slave girl and a jailer form the foundation of
the new church family in Philippi. How can the gospel of Jesus bring down
social, economic and even ethnic divides? Where do you see the need in your
life to be more inclusive?

Committee of Management

Wednesday 10th February

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 17th February

Equip - Across the World: Linda

Tuesday 23rd February
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#3

A Cloth Dealer,
a Slave Girl and a Jailer

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 16:1-40

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Committee of Management

Wednesday 10th February

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 17th February

Equip - Across the World: Linda

Tuesday 23rd February
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#4

Across the World

With Linda McKerrell from Taiwan
Tuesday 23rd February 2021, 7:30-9pm
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#5

Repentance and Riots

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
Big Idea
The message of the gospel spreads through Spirit-fuelled, faithful, persistent
preaching of God’s word. Clear gospel preaching results in strong responses –
either positive or negative.
1. What happens when you hear a story, but miss one critical piece of
information?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Acts 19:1-10
2. The disciples in Ephesus had believed in the sign pointing to the Saviour
Jesus – but missed the critical part of the story – Jesus himself! Once they
had put their faith in Jesus and received his Holy Spirit, what changed
immediately?

4. In verses 1-3, the disciples in Ephesus had believed in John’s message of
repentance. Had everyone in Ephesus heard about the baptism of John?
Compare the difference between verses 1-3 and 9-10. How did Jesus make a
difference?
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READ Acts 19:11-21
5. Verse 18 says that many believed. How is the evidence of their faith seen in
verses 19 & 20? How does this make a difference in your evangelism?

READ Acts 19:23-41
6. The responses to the gospel in Ephesus seem to be extremely positive or
extremely negative. In verses 23-27, what is the motivation behind such
opposition to the gospel?

7. How would you describe the events in verses 28-34? What strikes you about
the scene?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. What should we expect when we faithfully share the gospel?
9. Would you rather people respond to the gospel with apathy (luke warm? –
see Rev 3:14-16), or would you rather people respond to the gospel with a
strong positive or negative response? How does this passage change your
expectations and your attitude toward evangelism?
Discuss and pray for opportunities to speak the truth of the gospel clearly and
boldly, trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Young Adults Team Meeting

Wednesday 3rd March

Young Adults Welcome BBQ

Sunday 14th March

Leadership Team

Wednesday 17th March
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#5

Repentance and Riots

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 19

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL

24

2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Young Adults Team Meeting

Wednesday 3rd March

Young Adults Welcome BBQ

Sunday 14th March

Leadership Team

Wednesday 17th March
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#6

Farewell to Elders

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What makes a good leader?

2. Why do you think people and businesses with a single focus are generally
more effective?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Acts 20:13-38
3. In verses 18-27 and 33-35, how does Paul describe the character of his work
in Ephesus? Why has he acted this way?

4. In verses 28-32, how does Paul urge the Ephesian elders to lead the church
well?
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5. Paul calls the Ephesian elders to Miletus from Ephesus (about 80km). Paul
could have just written a letter. What does this tell you about his affection for
those he ministers to? What else in the passage shows this?

6. What does Paul’s plan to go to Jerusalem tell you about his attitude toward
his life?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
7. Paul has a single focus that determines the many things in his life (v. 24).
What is your life focused on? What, if anything might you need to change in
light of this?

8. In what ways do your church leaders live out the model of leadership that
Paul details here? What could you do to express your gratitude to them for
those things?

Young Adults Welcome BBQ

Sunday 14th March

Leadership Team

Wednesday 17th March

YC

Fri 19—Sun 21 March
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#6

Farewell to Elders

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 20

1. How would you summarise the central message of these passages?
BIG IDEA

2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God is
like and what he’s done?
WINDOW

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your understanding
of the gospel and what it means to live according to the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Young Adults Welcome BBQ

Sunday 14th March

Leadership Team

Wednesday 17th March

YC

Fri 19—Sun 21 March
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#7

The Return to Jerusalem
and the Arrest of Paul

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What possesses people to reach their personal goals and aspirations?

2. Would you say you are a passionate person? Why/why not?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Scan Acts 21:1-16
Read Acts 21:17-26
3. What informs Paul’s actions here? (Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

Read Acts 22:1-21
5. What had Paul’s motive been?

6. How does Paul respond to the Lord’s words in verse 18? What do you
understand by his comments in verse 19-20?

30

7. How could verse 21 be a threatening sign of what is to come for Paul? Or,
how does it affirm his message and method?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. In spite of consistent warnings and ominous events, Paul continues in his
resolve. What motivates Paul? What motivates you? Are there any obvious
discrepancies between you and Paul? How?

9. Paul shares his testimony and passion in Acts 21-22. What is your
testimony? What is your greatest passion?

Leadership Team

Wednesday 17th March

YC

Fri 19—Sun 21 March

Committee of Management

Wednesday 24th March
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#7

The Return to Jerusalem
and the Arrest of Paul

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 21-22

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Leadership Team

Wednesday 17th March

YC

Fri 19—Sun 21 March

Committee of Management

Wednesday 24th March
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#8

On Trial for the Resurrection

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. When are you tempted to remain silent about your faith?

2. What hope is there for religious freedom in Western Culture?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Acts 23:1-11
3. What is the clear signal, this is not the end for Paul? How would this have
galvanised Paul?

Scan Acts 23:12-24:9
Read Acts 24:10-23
5. While on trial, who does Paul understand has the final judgement?

6. Why would the resurrection be so vital to Paul’s message? (See also 1
Corinthians 15:12-19)
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Read Acts 24:24-27
7. While Paul is imprisoned, how is it that the word continues to do its work?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. Paul is confident, clear and respectful in his dealings. What can we glean
from his experiences and manner?

9. When are you afraid or disheartened when you seek to share your hope in
Christ? How can you take courage?

10. Is gospel growth slow or fast? Discuss
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#8

On Trial for the Resurrection

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 23-24

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)
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#9

To Caesar You Shall Go

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
Big Idea:
In His Providence, and by his grace God continues to guide and empower us
through trials. Will you trust him?

1. Share a time when you were either in the wrong place at the wrong time
(or the right place at the right time).

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
READ Acts 25:1-12
2. Festus seems to protect Paul from the Jews who threaten him. What is his
motivation?

3. Which particular circumstances of Paul’s saved him from harm in this
chapter?

4. Paul appeals that he has done nothing wrong (against the laws of Rome nor
the Jews) yet he could have been thrown into prison or killed at anytime.
Where does his faith lie (is it in the justice system)? How was Paul prepared to
face injustice?
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READ Acts 25:13-22
5. Paul seems to be going from strength to strength. What can you say about
his resolve throughout this chapter? Does he become more afraid as he stands
before higher authorities? What encourages you about this?

READ Acts 25:23-27
6. With no charges against Paul (see v26), why do you think he ended up
speaking with King Agrippa?

7. How did Paul use his unique circumstances to advance the gospel?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. What are the similarities and the differences between Paul’s circumstances
and yours today?

9. Think about your unique circumstances (where you live, who you know, your
abilities and opportunities). How can you use what God has given you to reach
out to others?
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#9

To Caesar You Shall Go

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to your
life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Acts 25

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)
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1^

Who God is

GQ

DQ

3

2*

What God has
done
GQ

DQ

3

DQ

GQ

OBEDIENCE

Who I am

2

^ NOTE: to help at this point you may want to consider “the 4Gs” which are

4

What I should
do/feel

What I am
doing/feeling

1

GQ

START
HERE

5

How I should
do it

story. Consider the 5 elements of the gospel: Jesus’ incarnation, his life, his
death, his resurrection & his return as one or more of these elements may be
most relevant to your circumstances at a particular time.

* NOTE: the focus here should be on Jesus and making him the hero of your

The GOSPEL question (GQ) is: “what is true about...?”

FAITH

a helpful summary of God’s character: God is...
GREAT: so we don’t have to be in control
GLORIOUS: so we don’t have to fear others
GOOD: so we don’t have to look elsewhere
GRACIOUS: so we don’t have to prove ourselves

REPENTANCE

4

DIAGNOSIS

The DIAGNOSTIC question (DQ) is: “what does this reveal I’m believing about...?”

(gospel-centred diagnosis, repentance, faith & obedience)

5 questions for gospel growth

Coming up in Term 1...

...with Linda

Tuesday 23rd February 7:30pm
Sunday
28th Feb
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Sunday 14th March

Youth Convention 19-21 March

Stay tuned for further details...
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