RUNNING FROM GOD’S MERCY
What word comes to mind when you think of the book of Jonah? Whale? Runaway? Or Vine?
Whatever comes to mind, it probably hovers around the character Jonah and the different scenes he
finds himself in through this fast-moving story. But, if we move through it too quickly, maybe we’ll forget
the One who is orchestrating this fascinating story. The Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and
the dry land!
So, from ship to shore (or even the belly of a whale!) the Lord, the missionary God, will make himself
known. Is this God worth knowing? Absolutely! For he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love and a God who relents from sending calamity.
Do you know this God? Do those across the road from you? How about those who have hurt you? Is
God’s love simply beyond some? Join the runaway prophet to find out.
Whether in lockdown, or with some form of restrictions, God’s word is living and active. In fact, come to
think of it, you can lock away in your memory, parts of God’s living word, for your whole life by joining us
with ‘drop a line in Jonah’ . This is an opportunity to memorise Jonah’s prayer from chapter 2:2b-9.
There will be three different parts you can attempt to memorise this term. We are really hoping you will
get ‘hooked’ on memorising God’s word!
Finally, term 4 includes Vision Sunday which will become a three-part series. Vision Sunday is a way our
Leadership Team aims to put before our church family a vision of what life could be at Southern Cross
in the coming year. Our term will end with our Carols and Christmas celebrations, hopefully in person!
On the 19th December we will not meet at 9am at SCG or 9:45am at Lismore High School, but instead,
hope to see many from our City experience the mercy of God in our two Carols concerts at 5pm and
7pm at Lismore City Hall.
Stew, Matt & Tim
September 2021

Salvation comes from the Lord.

How to be growing followers of Jesus as you study God’s Word...
In community
It’s good to study the Bible by yourself but it’s even better to do it with friends. Bible study is best when
it happens in the context of community. Bible study shouldn’t be just an unrelated add-on to the rest of
your busy life, it should be an essential part of an integrated whole—Christian friends doing what
Christian friends do. There are two key ways we should be making use of God’s word in community:
“word to life” and “life to word”.
Word to life
When we study the Bible together we’re letting God set the agenda. That’s very important! We listen to
God speak in the Bible, we work hard to help each other understand exactly what he’s saying, and then
together we apply what God is saying to our lives in the confidence that our loving Creator and
Redeemer knows what’s best for us. The important thing to remember is that we actually need each
other throughout this whole process. It’s great to study the Bible together!
Life to word
The second crucial way that we should be making use of the Bible in community is in day-to-day
conversation, starting with the everyday happenings of our lives and applying the gospel to those
situations. The great thing is that the better we get at moving from “word to life”, the better we’ll get at
moving from “life to word” and the more our communities will be shaped by the gospel of Jesus! So
enjoy—make the most of it—and let’s watch as God shapes us to be more and more like his glorious
Son!
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‘DROP A LINE IN JONAH!’
Ever had that thought, “I’m sure somewhere in the Bible it says...”? Imagine if
you could be sure, you’re sure because you know that bit of the Bible off by
heart!! Yep, you memorised it. Sound like a nice idea? Never gunna happen?
This term in Jonah, we believe you can! We are helping our church family get
back into the lost art of scripture memorisation.

If you want to just take a little nibble, try learning in ‘the estuary’ of Jonah 2:7-9.
Feel a little more confident to take a bite? Try from ‘the river’ of Jonah 2:2b-6.
Wanna take on a big kahuna and go ‘deep sea’? Try memorising Jonah 2:2b-9.
To give you a little incentive, those who give it a shot across the term, a ‘lucky’
few can score a large chips from Lucky’s Seafood Restaurant each week.

For those who ‘drop a line’, by recording themselves memorising one of these
portions of scripture, you might be the lucky one to win a catch from Lucky’s at
the end of the series:


a burger and chips for ‘the estuary’



basket for 2 for ‘the river’



or a fisherman’s basket for ‘the deep sea’.

How to cast your video or audio recording:
Submit your recorded video or audio memorisation before 5pm each Thursday
on a media platform to dropaline@scpc.org.au Also, be prepared to jump up on
stage or on Zoom on a Sunday.
So ‘drop a line’ into Jonah this term. Let’s pray scripture memorisation catches
on at Southern Cross!
4
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‘WHALE WATCHING!’
In the book of Jonah, we will see that the city of Nineveh is on a deadline.
‘Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.’ The truth is that our beloved
city of Lismore is on a deadline too. Lismore, like the rest of the world is on a
collision course with God’s justice. What are we going to do?
Well, we know that our God is a gracious and compassionate God, slow to
anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. So let’s
appeal to his compassion and abounding love! Let’s pray for our city. Let’s pray
that they, like Nineveh, like us, would experience God’s mercy.
To prompt our prayers, while you’re out exercising, walking, running, bike riding,
or whatever you do, consider taking your chalk with you. If you come across a
nice bit of cement/pavement/road, draw a whale. Nothing elaborate, just 5
seconds of your time, and then keep going. After a while you may come across
another whale that someone else has drawn.... What are you to do? STOP and
PRAY! Pray to our great missionary God, who is abounding in love, who sees
and knows you and everyone you pass. Pray that He may have compassion on
those around you, that He may have compassion and mercy on our great city!
So pull out your running shoes, don't forget your chalk, encourage one another
and pray!
We also pray that this would be a fun and creative way to remind each other of
our faithful and loving God as we exercise, whether in lockdown or not.

Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#1

Sample “Swedish Method” Study

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read the chapter
1.

Pay close attention to the logical flow of the passage. If it contains direct teaching (e.g. the NT
letters), the most helpful tool in your kitbag is to follow the linking words (e.g. “therefore”, “so”,
“but”). If your passage is more descriptive, the logic (and therefore the point) will be less explicit
so you’ll need to focus on the flow of the story to work it out. You’ll also want to keep an eye out
for significant themes which may be highlighted by repetition or by the use of metaphors or
significant words or word families.

BIG IDEA

2.

3.

What did you discover in this passage about yourself or your circumstances?
The Bible also acts like a MIRROR. As we read God’s word and discover what he is like, we
should also be looking to discover ourselves. A mirror allows us to see features and parts of
ourselves that we wouldn’t otherwise (and perhaps would rather not!) see. The Holy Spirit uses
God’s word to shape the way we think about ourselves and our circumstances. The Bible
corrects our distorted views with the main purpose of helping us to relate rightly to God and our
neighbour.

MIRROR

4.
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What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God is like and what
he’s done?
The Bible is God’s “special revelation”. In it he reveals himself to us so that we can know him.
So the Bible is like a WINDOW through which we can see the most glorious view ever beheld—a
view of God himself. When we read the Bible we should be keeping the authors purpose in
mind—to know him—rather than coming with our own agendas.

WINDOW

GOSPEL

How would you summarise the central message of this passage?

How does this passage relate to or contribute to your understanding of the gospel
and what it means to live according to the gospel?
The Bible, like all good stories, has a shape to it. It has a focus. It has a hero. God’s selfrevelation is fulfilled in Jesus. So no matter what part of the Bible we’re reading we’ll only fully
understand it when we grasp how it points us to Jesus and enlarges and deepens our
understanding of the gospel. Some tools to help in discovering this dimension of a passage are
the SALVATION HISTORY tool (asking “what role does this passage play in the grand story of
the bible?”); the TYPOLOGY tool (asking “how is this person (or group or situation) a type (or
anti-type) of Jesus?”); and the THEMES tool (asking “what gospel themes are central to this
passage?”). This can also be a good time to think about personal application—i.e. If this is true
about Jesus and his gospel, then what difference should it make to my life?

5.

One of the key skills in Bible discovery is to be inquisitive. Asking questions will help you get
the most out of any passage. Whenever you feel any mental discord reading a passage it’s a
sign that there’s still more to discover, so dig in! Any questions that remain unanswered are
worthy of group discussion. Such questions might be logical (“I just don’t get how the whole
passage fits together”); theological (“this doesn’t seem to match with my understanding of
what the Bible teaches elsewhere”); semantic (I’m not sure I really know how those words are
being used); etc...

QUESTIONS

6.

How should you respond to this passage in your thoughts, attitudes & behavior?
This is perhaps the most important and most neglected aspect of Bible discovery. God has
given us his word for a purpose—so that we can know him and be inwardly and then outwardly
transformed by our relationship with him. The challenge is that we are insecure and resistant to
the hard work of transformation. Because of our insecurity we’re reluctant to admit to ourselves
and admit to each other what needs to change. Because of our pride and laziness we’d rather
deal with “general truths” that are easy to hold at arms length than let the truth come home. But
the good news is we CAN change and community is the God-given context for growing
followers of Jesus. You should spend more time discussing and praying through this question
than any other.

RESPONSE

7.
SHARE

What questions has this passage raised for you that remain unanswered?

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?
One of the big obstacles to growing as followers of Jesus is that we don’t take our discoveries
with us as we go about our everyday lives. And the best antidote to this problem is to be
sharing our discoveries with others. Sharing with others is an awesome way of reinforcing our
discoveries and driving them deeper down into our lived experience. In addition to the personal
benefit, our discoveries have huge potential to deepen our relationships with our friends and to
spur them on to be growing followers of Jesus too!

Pray for one another in response to what you’ve discovered in God’s word and what you’ve shared.

PRAY

Prayer is an ESSENTIAL dimension of every aspect of DNA. Prayer transforms what would
otherwise be introspective reflection (preparing on our own) or interpersonal dialogue (talking to
each other) into something truly spiritual.
We will only “discover” the powerful truths of a passage if God opens our eyes to see. We will only
“nurture” one another effectively if our discussion is shaped by the wisdom of the gospel. We will
only “apply” purposefully and powerfully in response to God’s word if the Holy Spirit enables true
heart change.
So make sure that prayer isn’t a rushed activity at the end of your time together. Pray as you
prepare. Pray at the beginning, during, AND at the end of your time together. Pray for yourselves
and for each other throughout the week. Anyone should feel free to initiate prayer. Everyone
should be encouraged to participate in prayer.
And one final piece of advice, don’t fall into the trap of “sharing prayer points”. It chews up
valuable time and tends to put our concerns ahead of God’s concerns. If its really important it will
have come up already in response to God’s word. And if it hasn’t you can always just pray for it off
the cuff—no point in everyone hearing it twice!
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#1

Running Away

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. Have you ever been given a command or instruction that has made you
uneasy? Why? What was it?
2. Do you think God’s mercy is beyond some people? Explain.

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
There is virtually no evidence that exists that tell us when the book of Jonah was
composed. We do discover features about Jonah’s identity in the passage from 2 Kings
below, but what sets the backdrop for the book is a fervent nationalistic, pro-Israelite and
anti-foreign people, of whom Jonah is one. Will Jonah be faithful in his calling to preach
to this foreign nation? His strong nationalism would certainly motivate him to take a
message of judgement to that nation! But what is he to preach? Let us firstly meet the
man, and then his message.

Read 2 Kings 14:23-27
3. What do we discover about Jonah here?

4. If Jonah received another command from Yahweh, how would you expect
him to respond?

Manuscript discovery
Read all of Jonah, chapters 1-4, and mark down any repeated words or ideas
or questions you have or anything that seems a bit fishy!
8

Read Jonah 1:1-3
5. What word does Jonah receive from the Lord?

6. Note Jonah’s response in verse 3. Why do you think he responded the way
he did? Discuss.

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
7. It seems Jonah knows the type of God he serves. Do you? On the next page,
write down as many of God’s attributes as you can inside the belly of the
whale!
8. Life is marked by broken and fragile relationships. Who would you find it
hard to truly pray for, that God would show compassion on them and forgive
them?
9. Read the short extract below and commit to praying for the friend of
someone in your DNA who they identify, across this Jonah series. Pray that you
and they may have opportunities to share with their friend the abounding love
of God:
As we shall discover, effective evangelism begins with
understanding the character and purposes of the living God
revealed in Jonah and fulfilled in Christ. It’s only when we learn to
trust his awesome power (Chapter 1), experience his sovereign
grace (Chapter 2), fear his coming judgement (chapter 3) and share
his gut wrenching compassion (Chapter 4) as is perfectly revealed
in Jesus – the divine evangelist – that our hearts will sing with the
melodic line of Jonah “Salvation comes from the Lord”. And when
his Holy Spirit fills our hearts with his love, our lives will start to
bubble up with the evangelistic opportunities that our friends,
colleagues, communities and cities so desperately need.
Richard Coekin ‘The Reluctant Evangelist’
Leadership Team

Wednesday 13th October

Youth launch

Friday 15th October

Celebration Sunday

Sunday 17th October
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#1

Running Away

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read 2 Kings 14:23-27 & Jonah 1:1-3
1. How would you summarise the central message of these
passages?
BIG IDEA

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?
WINDOW

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?
GOSPEL

12

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Leadership Team

Wednesday 13th October

Youth launch

Friday 15th October

Celebration Sunday

Sunday 17th October
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021

13

#2

God Weaves Our Story

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Genesis 41
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Committee of Management (Budget)

Wednesday 20th October

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 27th October

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#3

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. How can you tell someone doesn’t care about you? What are some of the
signs?

2. Would you say people in our community don’t care about God? What’s the
evidence?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Jonah 1:4-16
3. Where do the sailors on board the ship come from? Who do they worship?

4. Does Jonah care about the sailors? Do the sailors care about Jonah? What
are the signs?

5. Who does Jonah worship? Does Jonah give a full description of who God is?
Why?

16

6. How do the sailors react to Jonah’s description of his God? Do they care
about Jonah’s God?

Read Luke 23:33-37
7. How does Jonah’s sacrifice (being thrown into the sea) compare with Jesus’
sacrifice?

8. What does Jonah’s sacrifice achieve? What does Jesus’ sacrifice achieve?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
9. How can we be sure that God cares for us? What evidence would the people
who know us have to see that we care about God?

10. How can we show that we care about others?

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 27th October

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November

Kids Church Year 5/6 Event

Saturday 13th November
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#3
Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Jonah 1:4-16 & Luke 23:33-37
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Vision Coordinator’s meeting

Wednesday 27th October

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November

Kids Church Year 5/6 Event

Saturday 13th November
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#4

Jonah’s Fishy Faith

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What’s the stickiest situation you’ve ever been in?
2. Can you imagine how disgusting it would be INSIDE a huge fish!?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Jonah 1:17 – 2:10

This passage primarily contains Jonah’s prayer from inside the great fish. This
prayer, however, is sandwiched between two statements about God.
3. Compare Jonah 1:17 & 2:10. How does this passage begin and end? What is
similar about these two verses, and what is different?

4. As well as these two verses, look at Jonah 1:4 & 7. What do all of these
verses tell us about God?

Think about Jonah’s faithful prayer from inside the fish.
5. How would the provision of the fish give Jonah comfort?

6. Compare the verses about Jonah in the sea with verses inside the fish. Do
the insides of a fish seem like a more comfortable place? What changed for
Jonah to display this kind of faith from such a sticky place?
20

7. Can you identify specific verses in Jonah’s prayer where he is most hopeful?

8. Can you think of any situations in your life (now or in the past) where you
have struggled to see God’s power – making it difficult to trust him?

9. How is this prayer from Jonah an encouragement to you? How could you
use this passage to encourage others (especially those who think that they are
too far from God to be saved)?

Verse 6 is a turning point for Jonah. Notice the change in direction (Jonah
sank down, God brought him up).
10. What does Jonah rightly understand about God’s salvation?

Read verses 8 and 9
10. From verses 8 & 9, what do you think it is that Jonah still doesn’t
understand about God? (clue: compare “those…” & “But I…”). How are you
challenged by Jonah’s faith in verses 6 & 7 and his attitude in verses 8 & 9?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
Re-read 2:1-9
We’re encouraged this term to memorise all or some of this prayer. You may
have already started working on this. Share with each other how you are going
at memorising this passage. Maybe you can have a go at practicing it together.

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November

Kids Church Year 5/6 Event

Saturday 13th November

The Lounge Room

Wednesday 17th November
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#4

Jonah’s Fishy Faith

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Jonah 1:17 – 2:10

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November

Kids Church Year 5/6 Event

Saturday 13th November

The Lounge Room

Wednesday 17th November
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#5

A Clash of Hearts

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. Do you ever delight in seeing people get what they deserve?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Jonah 3
2. Nineveh (Assyria) wasn’t a friendly neighbouring nation, they were an enemy
to Israel and God. Why would God want to warn them of his judgement?

3. How did Nineveh respond? Do you think this was a surprise to Jonah? Was it
a surprise to God?

Context: Jonah comes at a dark time in Israel’s history. Around the time of
Jonah was the prophet, Amos, who brought warnings of judgement and exile
to God’s own people, but Israel were stubborn and didn’t respond. Yet, here, a
people totally foreign to God and his promises, heed the warning!
24

Read Jonah 4:1-4
4. What does Jonah say were his reasons for fleeing in chapter 1?

5. Does Jonah have a correct understanding of God’s character? (see Exodus
34:5-6)

6. Jonah’s heart for those who should be saved is clearly at odds with God’s.
Given what we’ve seen so far in Jonah, how are they different? (scan chapters
1, 2 & 3).

Read Matthew 9:35-36, Matthew 11:28-30 & Matthew 28:19-20
7. What do these passages reveal about the heart of Jesus and who he wants
to save?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. On a heart scale between Jonah (unwilling obedience) and Jesus (gracious
& compassionate), where do you see yourself?

9. What steps might have our hearts grow in compassion to be more aligned
with God’s heart?

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November

Kids Church Year 5/6 Event

Saturday 13th November

The Lounge Room

Wednesday 17th November
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#5

A Clash of Hearts

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Jonah 3:1-4:1-4

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

2. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about what
God is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in these passages about yourself
or your circumstances?
MIRROR

GOSPEL
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4. How do these passages relate to, or contribute to, your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7. Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession

Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

MTS Information Night

Thursday 11th November

Kids Church Year 5/6 Event

Saturday 13th November

The Lounge Room

Wednesday 17th November
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#6

Lesson Learned

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. What kind of thing would make you angry enough to write a letter to the
editor of a newspaper? (You might have examples of letters you have written).
What sparks that kind of anger/response?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Jonah 4:1-9
2. Jonah left the city of Nineveh “…and waited to see what would happen to the
city.” What do you think Jonah was waiting for?

3. We’re told a few times in this chapter that Jonah was angry. What was
Jonah angry about? How angry did he become? (see verse 3 & verse 9).

4. Our anger often indicates what we really care about. What does Jonah’s
anger reveal about what he cares about? How serious were these issues?
5. Look at verses 6, 7 & 8. What words are repeated?
Now look back at 1:4, 1:17 & 2:10. What is emphasised by all of these
passages? What would God be teaching (reminding) Jonah?
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Read Jonah 4:10-11
6. What does God’s response to Jonah tell us about his concern? How is this
good news?

7. This final chapter of Jonah leaves us with an unanswered question (will
Jonah learn a valuable lesson from God and share his concern for others?).
Why do you think we’re left hanging?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. How do you identify with Jonah? Are there people in your life who you
sometimes (or often) think should get what they deserve?

9. How does God’s patience with Jonah and his care and concern for the
people of Nineveh (i.e. all nations) encourage you to share his concern for
others?

10. Our gracious God is concerned for people in every town and city across the
world (including our town). What effect will remembering this have on our
church family?

The Lounge Room

Wednesday 17th November

Preaching Group

Wednesday 17th November

Leadership Team

Wednesday 24th November
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#6

Lesson Learned

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Jonah 4:1-11

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL

30

2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

The Lounge Room

Wednesday 17th November

Preaching Group

Wednesday 17th November

Leadership Team

Wednesday 24th November
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#7

Jonah and Jesus

Kick-off: before jumping into God’s WORD, it’s worth taking a few minutes
to reflect on your own thoughts and attitudes and on the thoughts and
attitudes you encounter in the WORLD...
1. How can you tell someone is not listening to you? What are some of the
signs?

2. Would you say Jesus has been silenced in our community? How?

Discover: the “D” in DNA stands for DISCOVER. It’s now time to read God’s
word and discover what God wants to teach us and why it matters...
Read Matthew 12
3. What is the context for what Jesus says in Matthew 12:38-42?

Re-read Matthew 12:38-42
4. What do you think the teachers of the law are really getting at in verse 38?

5. What sign will Jesus provide?
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6. Who will condemn this generation? Why?

7. Why is Jesus the greatest? How should the Pharisees and teachers of the
law have responded to him?

Nurture & Apply: the “NA” in DNA stands for Nurture & Apply. These
questions are designed to help us care for each other and live out God’s
word...
8. Do you know the greatness of Jesus? What would you say is evidence in
your life that you listen to him?

9. The Queen of Sheba came across the world to listen to Solomon. Why do
you think no one across our nation is listening to Jesus? Which nations are
listening? Why?

Leadership Team

Wednesday 24th November

Vision Sunday

Sunday 28th November

Committee of Management

Wednesday 1st December
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021
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#7

Jonah and Jesus

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

Read Matthew 12:38-42

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Leadership Team

Wednesday 24th November

Vision Sunday

Sunday 28th November

Committee of Management

Wednesday 1st December
Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021

35

#8

Vision Sunday

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Committee of Management

Wednesday 1st December

Youth Christmas Party

Friday 3rd December

Mum & Me Time Christmas Dinner

Saturday 4th December
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#9

Vision Series #2

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Book Club Discussion

Thursday 9th December

Double Plugger Camp

Friday 10th—Saturday 11th December

Carols

Sunday 19th December, 5pm & 7pm
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#10

Vision Series #3

Preparation Questions
Use these questions to help you work through the passage and discover what God is saying and how it applies to
your life. Do this on your own so that you’re ready to share your thoughts when you gather with others.

1. How would you summarise the central message of this passage?
BIG IDEA

WINDOW

MIRROR

GOSPEL
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2. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about what God
is like and what he’s done?

3. What did you discover (or recover) in this passage about yourself or
your circumstances?

4. How does this passage relate to or contribute to your
understanding of the gospel and what it means to live according to
the gospel?

5. What questions have these passages raised for you that remain
unanswered?
QUESTIONS

RESPONSE

SHARE

6. How will you respond to these passages in your thoughts, attitudes
& behavior?

7.

Who could you share all this with beyond your DNA group?

In light of what you’ve discussed, pray together using the ACTS acronym:

Adoration (praise)
PRAY

Confession
Thanksgiving
Supplication (asking)

Carols

Sunday 19th December, 5pm & 7pm

Christmas Day

Saturday 25th December, 9:45am

Breaking the Silence Training

12th February 2022, 3-6pm
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Running Away
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God Weaves Our Story

Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021

43

NOTES

#3

44

Judgement and Mercy
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Jonah’s Fishy Faith
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A Clash of Hearts
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Jonah and Jesus

NOTES

#8

Vision Sunday

Running from God’s Mercy © SCPC 2021

49

NOTES

#9

50
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1^

Who God is

GQ

DQ

3

2*

What God has
done
GQ

DQ

3

DQ

GQ

OBEDIENCE

Who I am

2

^ NOTE: to help at this point you may want to consider “the 4Gs” which are

4

What I should
do/feel

What I am
doing/feeling

1

GQ

START
HERE

5

How I should
do it

story. Consider the 5 elements of the gospel: Jesus’ incarnation, his life, his
death, his resurrection & his return as one or more of these elements may be
most relevant to your circumstances at a particular time.

* NOTE: the focus here should be on Jesus and making him the hero of your

The GOSPEL question (GQ) is: “what is true about...?”

FAITH

a helpful summary of God’s character: God is...
GREAT: so we don’t have to be in control
GLORIOUS: so we don’t have to fear others
GOOD: so we don’t have to look elsewhere
GRACIOUS: so we don’t have to prove ourselves

REPENTANCE

4

DIAGNOSIS

The DIAGNOSTIC question (DQ) is: “what does this reveal I’m believing about...?”

(gospel-centred diagnosis, repentance, faith & obedience)

5 questions for gospel growth

Coming up in Term 4...

28th November
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Fri 10th
Sat 11th
December
for Yr 9s

...with Linda

and

...and early in
2022
Stay tuned for further details...
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